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Congress Must Support Accountability in Sri Lanka
Amnesty International is deeply concerned about the lack of accountability in Sri Lanka.  Both the Sri Lankan government and the opposition Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) committed violations of human rights and international humanitarian law, including war crimes, during the course of the 26-year conflict and especially during the final months of the war in 2009.  The LTTE used civilians as human shields and shot civilians who tried to flee the war zone.  The Sri Lankan armed forces launched indiscriminate attacks on areas densely populated by civilians.  For lasting peace in Sri Lanka, the perpetrators of these crimes must be brought to justice.

A new government took office in Sri Lanka in 2015 and has made some welcome commitments on human rights, including co-sponsoring Resolution 30/1 in the U.N. Human Rights Council.  But since adoption of the Resolution in October 2015, the government has made limited progress in meeting its commitments to establish new mechanisms to deliver truth, justice and reparations to victims of crimes under international law and to institute reforms to guarantee non-recurrence.

Despite the end of the war in 2009, human rights violations have continued.  Sri Lanka holds some detainees arbitrarily and without charge.  Torture persists in police stations across the country.  Enforced disappearances have been reported since 2009.

Impunity for past violations continues unabated, including in two emblematic cases:

· “Trinco Five” students:  On Jan. 2, 2006, five Tamil students were killed by the Sri Lankan security forces in the northeastern town of Trincomalee.  A police sub-inspector and 12 Special Task Force police personnel were arrested in February 2006 in connection with the case but later released without any charges being brought.  In July 2013, the same STF personnel were re-arrested and then released on bail a few months later.  An ongoing police investigation has made little progress since then.

· Prageeth Eknaligoda:  On Jan. 24, 2010, Prageeth Eknaligoda, a cartoonist/journalist, disappeared shortly after leaving work in Homagama, near Colombo.  Two days earlier, he had published an article critical of then President Mahinda Rajapaksa.  His wife Sandya has brought a habeas corpus case on his behalf, which is continuing with little progress shown to date.  Since 2006, fifteen journalists have been killed and a further 25 forced to flee Sri Lanka in fear of their lives.
Recommendations to Members of Congress

Members should call on the Sri Lankan government to:  (i) prosecute promptly those guilty of human rights violations, including those responsible for the murder of the “Trinco Five” students and the enforced disappearance of Prageeth Eknaligoda; and (ii) deliver on its commitments in Resolution 30/1 to ensure truth, justice and reparations to the victims and their families.
