End the Human Rights Crisis of Gun Violence in the United States
Date:
Name: Senator ________________
Address: _____________ Senate Office Building
Washington, DC
Zip Code:
Dear Senator:
Gun violence in the United States is a human rights crisis. The sheer volume of people killed or
injured each year in the U.S. by gun violence is staggering. In 2017, firearms caused an
average of 108 deaths every day, and over 133,000 more were injured. Per capita, this is
significantly higher than in other industrialized countries.
The disproportionate impact of gun violence on communities of color, women and children
is particularly troubling. African Americans are ten times more likely to be the victims of gun
homicides than white Americans. Women are 16 times and children are 13 times more likely to
be killed by a gun than their counterparts in other developed nations.
I ask you to co-sponsor the background check expansion act (S. 42). Background checks
work. States with universal handgun background checks had lower levels of gun violence
across the board, with almost half as many women killed in firearm-related violence by an
intimate partner and half as many police officers killed on duty. Federally mandated
background checks are also popular; upwards of 90% of Americans support them.
Despite the effectiveness and popularity of background checks, Congress has yet to pass
legislation mandating them for all federal firearms purchases. Given the risk that a firearm may
end up in the hands of a dangerous individual, the U.S. must require that all sales be subjected
to a background check.
In February 2019, members of the House of Representatives took the first step in that direction,
passing the Bipartisan Background Checks Act of 2019 (H.R. 8). The bill requires that all sellers
of firearms perform background checks through federal firearms licensees, so that a record of
sale is made and a background check is conducted by an independent and licensed dealer. It
is now up to the Senate to promptly pass Background Check Expansion Act (S.42), the
companion legislation, and ensure that this vital measure becomes law.
Every person has the right to life, safety, and security, and the right to be free from
discrimination. I urge you to act so as to ensure these human rights are not compromised.
Sincerely,
Name:
Address:
City/Town, State, Zip Code:

